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Diocesan Commission for Liturgy, Vasai 

 

HOLY HOUR ON VOCATION (5 January 2018) 
 

Hymn:  Let us bow in adoration…245 

 

Leader (kneeling): Jesus Christ the High Priest of all ages is present among us in the form of 

this Consecrated Host. He became the priest victim and the altar for the salvation of the 

world. He invites ordinary people like you and me to share in his divine priesthood. During 

today‟s Holy Hour Before this Blessed Sacrament we shall reflect on the theme of Vocations 

to Priesthood and religious life. We shall spend time before the Eucharistic Lord and reflect 

on this theme in five stages. 

 

First Reader 

St. Augustine once said, “If a priest and an angel appear before me at the same time I 

will bow before the priest first because he is the angel of God who leads me to heaven.” A 

priest accompanies us from womb to the tomb. Even before we are born he blesses our 

mothers and conducts pre-natal catechesis and he is the one who leads funeral rites in our 

church for our beloved deceased members. Hence in this first stage of the Holy Hour we shall 

thank God for the gift of our priests. We shall sing the response after every thanksgiving 

prayer: Thank you, thank you Jesus (3) from my heart. 
 

1. For the priests who baptize us and initiate us into the Christian life of love, joy and peace, 

for this we thank the Lord. 

 

2. For the priests who prepare us for the First Holy Communion and grant us God‟s 

forgiveness through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, for this we thank the Lord.  

 

3. For the priests who celebrate the Holy Eucharist for us and help us to be united with the 

Lord for this we thank the Lord.  

 

4. For the priests who prepare us for the Sacrament of Confirmation and help us to be aware 

of the presence and working of the Holy Spirit in us, for this we thank the Lord.  

 

5. For the priests who solemnize the sacrament of matrimony and help our families to grow in 

the grace and wisdom of God, for this we thank the Lord.  

 

6. For the priests who pastorally care for our sick and aged, bedridden brothers and sisters 

and at the time of death gives them the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, for this we thank 

the Lord.  

 



2 

 

7. For the priests who accompany us in our good times and comfort us in our difficult 

moments, especially at the time of a death in our family, for this we thank the Lord.  

 

8. For the priests who educate us in our faith and life of prayer through preaching, missions, 

retreats, Scripture classes and faith formation sessions, for this we thank the Lord. 

 

9. For the priests who care for our poor, needy, unemployed, illiterate, orphans, sick, 

neglected brethren, for this we thank the Lord 

 

10.  Let us pause for a few seconds in silence and recall to mind the many priests who have 

helped us grow spiritually, socially, culturally and academically. (Pause for a few seconds). 

 

Let us express our gratefulness towards the Lord for the gift of our priests by singing: O give 

thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
 

B. Second Reader 

God has given humanity the gift of priests and religious men and women. However, at 

times we have failed to appreciate this precious gift. While they toil day and night to establish 

we are often tempted to tear down the work of God or become serious obstacles and hurdles 

in their way. Hence let us now ask the Eucharistic Lord to forgive us our sins against our own 

priests and religious.  

Let our response be: Forgive us, O Lord 

1. For the times we have not co-operated with our priests..... 

2. For the times we have offended our priests knowingly or unknowingly... 

3. For gossiping against our own priests, your chosen ones... 

4. For not praying for our priests and their ministry...  

5. For not praying for vocations to priesthood and religious life... 

6. For troubling your anointed ones... 

7. For becoming stumbling blocks in the ministry of our priests and religious. 

8. For not respecting our priests and religious... 

9. For not understanding our priests and religious... 

10. For harbouring feelings of anger, resentment and hatred towards our religious authority, 

the priests and religious.  

Let us pause for a few seconds and recall to our minds the many occasions on which 

we have sinned against God on account of our selfishness and pettiness... (Pause) 

 

C. Third Reader 

 So far we have been thanking God for the gift of vocation and asking his forgiveness 

for failing to appreciate this gift. Now let us listen to God‟s Word on vocations (the third 

reader continues after the Gospel reading done by the fourth reader): 

 

D. Fourth Reader: A Reading from the Gospel according to John 1: 43-51 
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Third Reader (continues): Let us reflect on the word of God that we have just heard.  

This scripture passage has two vocation stories, the first is that of Philip and the 

second is that of Nathanael. Philip responded to Jesus‟ call instantly. He was from Bethsaida, 

the town of Peter and Andrew. The mention of Peter and Andrew shows that now Philip has 

joined Jesus just as these two apostles had joined him earlier. Philip began his mission 

immediately. He told Nathanael about Jesus of Nazareth.  

 However, Nathanael doubted whether anything worthwhile can come from Nazareth. 

Because of this doubt he could not see Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. However his doubt 

was genuine and temporary. Jesus could see in Nathanael „a true Israelite and a man without 

any guile.‟ After a short dialogue with Jesus, Nathanael confessed him to be the Rabbi, the 

son of God and the king of Israel. It was not easy for any Israelite to confess Jesus as the son 

of God and the King of Israel. But it shows how well disposed Nathanael was to accept God‟s 

revelation and respond to his call. Let us pause for a while and ask ourselves the following  

four questions: 

1. Philip responded to Jesus‟ call immediately. Am I ready to respond to Jesus‟ call? 

(Pause for a minute). 

 

2. Philip told the good news to Nathanael that he has found Jesus of Nazareth. Have I 

found the Messiah in my life? Whom do I give the good news? (Pause for a minute). 

 

3. Nathanael was prejudiced about Nazareth. Which are the prejudices I have about God, 

faith, religion, religious life and priesthood? (Pause for a minute).    

 

4. Nathanael changed his language and his life after meeting Jesus. Which are the 

changes have I made after going for confession, after receiving the Holy Communion 

or after receiving Confirmation? (Pause for 2 minutes).  

 

Let us sing a hymn: I have decided to follow Jesus...188 (or any other hymn on vocation).     
 

 

E. Fifth Reader 

 The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Let us ask the Lord of the harvest to 

send labourers into his vineyard. After every prayer of petition let our response be:  

 

Lord, Graciously Hear Our Prayer 
 

1. That the Lord may call many young boys and girls to work in the vineyard of the 

Lord, we pray to the Lord. 

2. That those who have heard the call of God but cannot respond to him due to lack of 

education, lack of prayer life, wrong company or lifestyle, attractions or temptations 

of the world, anxiety of the future, or family crisis, may receive special grace of God 

to answer this call, we pray to the Lord. 
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3. That those who are studying for priesthood in various seminaries and formation 

houses be given special guidance by the Holy Spirit to continue their studies with 

enthusiasm and zeal, we pray to the Lord. 

4. That the priests and religious who are working in various parishes, mission stations, 

and institutions be aided by Jesus, the Good Shepherd to carry out their ministry in an 

effective way, we pray to the Lord. 

5. Let us pause for a few moments in silence and pray for priests, religious men and 

women who are working in our parish, those known to us, those who have helped us 

and those who have asked us to pray for them, especially those who are sick bed-

ridden and admitted in the hospital. 
 

 

Sixth Reader 

       Let us now say a Prayer for our Priests compiled by St. Therese of Lisieux. Please repeat 

after me: 

O Jesus, eternal Priest,/ keep your priests / within the shelter of Your Sacred 

Heart, / where none may touch them./ Keep unstained their anointed hands,/ which 

daily touch Your Sacred Body./ Keep unsullied their lips, daily purpled with your 

Precious Blood./ Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, /sealed with the sublime mark 

of the priesthood./ Let Your holy love surround them / and shield them / from the 

world‟s contagion./ Bless their labours with abundant fruit / and may the souls to 

whom they minister / be their joy and consolation / here and in heaven / their beautiful 

and everlasting crown. Amen. 

 

Benediction Hymn… Jesus My Lord My God..221 

 

Prayer, Blessing  

 

Final Hymn.. God‟s Spirit is in my heart..146 

 

 

 

 

 

(We thank Fr. Robert D’Souza for helping us to prepare this Holy Hour.) 


